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Distinguished New Zealand Geographer

ChrisDavidson was born and raised in Gisborne on theceast of the North Island
of New Zealand. He studied at the University of €aoury then at Christchurch
Teachers' Training College, graduating MA(Hons)®%6 and Diploma of Teaching
the following year. He was on the staff of KaramighiSchool, Hastings from 1966
to 1972 then moved to Freyberg High School in Pedtoa North.

As early as 1974 his abilities as a teacher andrvier geography as a teaching
subject were evident to the Inspectorate and bt his appointment to an expert
group that included staff of the Department of Eadion, members of the
Inspectorate, high school teachers, universitycatiege lecturers, and invited
experts from abroad. Their task was to review tireenit state of geography teaching
in the country's high schools and advise the Manieh its further development. In
1978 he was appointed to a one-year teaching fehgwin the Department of
Geography at Victoria University of Wellington. Ttrearangement was fruitful and
he was awarded a further secondment to the Depatrmh&ducation. His experience
there became the basis for a Ministry of Educapioblication,G3 Geography Field
Sudies, Forms5-7. In 1981 he left classroom teaching to take uppttation of
Education Officer in the Department of Educatiohgeve his responsibilities for
curriculum and syllabus development included adpuca, geography and
environmental education. In 1989 he was employezhdsducation Officer
(Curriculum Functions) with the Ministry of Eduaani, and from July 1990 to May
1998 served as Assessment and Moderation Offigértive New Zealand
Qualifications Authority before returning to the distry of Education as Curriculum
Facilitator. He took early retirement in Decemb@0Q.

More than for many professionals, such a brief sangrof a long career masks
significant achievements. For many years he wasetfanvolved with curriculum
development, and his activities enhanced the taegdmd standing of geography in
New Zealand high schools. His work also strengttdim&s between schools and the
universities, ensuring that problem solving and gwmication skills became part of
the geography student's basic training.

Many teachers and educational administrators edall his work with a large team

of Ministry staff, high school teachers, and unsigrrepresentatives during the mid-
1980s, when the integrated Forms 5 to 7 syllabugdography was developed. That
document became the model for other high schoohieg subjects because of its
formal recognition of internally assessed work ambvative grade-related criteria at
the Form 6 Certificate level. Another measure sfduccess in curriculum
development was his appointment by the World BankKeam Leader to report on the
primary and secondary curricula statements thersénin Vanuatu schools. From
1985 to 1991 heoordinated that country's Forms 1-4 Curriculuméttofunded by

the New Zealand Aid programme. That project conegithe unification of eight



subjects, and involved English as well as Fren&aking teachers. He maintained a
formal association with it until 1995.

Throughout his career in education he has leftrfdigk on many areas of
geographical education: as a classroom teacheyghrhis work with groups of
officials and teachers, and in the developmentisapiementation of educational
policy. For eight years he managed the assessrhémiversity Bursaries and
Scholarships candidates, including a period as kaide In 1987 and 1988 he
worked closely with 16 schools on an investigatido standards-based assessment
in Form 6 geography, where his experience as &aéeasubject knowledge,
administrative skills, and leadership proved caition ensuring its success. From June
1998 he was closely involved with subject teamermasded to draft National
Certificate of Educational Achievement standardgggography, history, and social
studies. Towards the end of his time with the Miyisie grew to feel that while
curriculum issues are important so too are systleatscan support and enhance the
continuing professional development of high scheathers, something the New
Zealand Geographical Society, its Board of Geogyd@achers and branches
appreciate and are putting into effect.

Throughout his career he recognised the importahpeblication. This began with a
paper written with Roger McLean on their coastalrgerphological research, and is
evident in several papers published since theméMNéw Zealand Journal of
Geography as well as a report with Michael Steer on moderatif teacher panels
and the use of grade-related criteria for Formdggaphy, the latter of which was
published by the Department of Education in 1989.

One person consulted during the preparation ofcitasion described him as a person
who argued powerfully, maintained a judicious ba&between listening and
speaking, knew how to leaven his message with asemge of humour, understood
the underlying concepts of geography, and hadxpereenced teacher's sense about
which case studies will best convey subtle concepy®ung learners.

He has had an exemplary career as a classrooneteashan analyst, developer, and
promoter of educational policy in national agencée® as an advocate for the study
of geography. His impact upon geographical edunatidhis country, and his
contributions to the teaching of geography in réghools, are recognised and
appreciated in New Zealand and abroad. Chris Daxigsa worthy recipient of the
Distinguished New Zealand Geographer Medal of teerMealand Geographical
Society.
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