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We’re all in this together: Building capacity in the geography
teaching community

Covid-19 Implications for the Geography NEX
As we all hunker down in our bubbles, the need to remain socially connected is as strong as ever. For the
foreseeable future, NEX activities will be confined to virtual meeting spaces, but do not let that deter you
from participating.
Indeed, as we all become adept at supporting distance learning of our Geography students, then there is little
reason that our own upskilling cannot happen in parallel. Please contact geohelpnz@gmail.com to make sure
you are on the NEX ‘grapevine’.
If any teachers are willing to share booklets for self-directed student learning we would love to hear from you
over the next two weeks. Having a store of such booklets on our website would be a boon, especially if school
logos were removed and editable Word copies provided. We are particularly keen to hear from those of you
who have designed booklets with students with lower than average reading abilities in mind.
Jane Evans, our national Kaiārahi, has been working hard to keep the Network of Expertise 2019-2020 pages
on the NZBOGT website stuffed with materials to support Geography teachers up and down the country.
With many Geo teachers feeling the pinch on residential fieldtrips, Jane has put together a resource on School
Based Research Ideas. That might, however, need to be ‘Home Based’ ideas for the immediate future.
Building on the success of her Level 2 and 3 Internal materials, Jane has also recently added Level 1 Internal
Assessment materials to the website. As we all reconsider our curriculum making decisions, these pages could
be crucial help as we adapt to the new conditions distance learning presents.
These are incredibly trying times, albeit in a world in which knowledge of the world is as important as it has
ever been.
But first, some reflections on activities pre-Covid…
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Successes from 2019
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Looking forward to 2020
Jane Evans intends to focus her work on sole geography teachers and provide them help with moderation
over the coming year. She currently has 80+ sole teachers of geography on her books, so there will be no
shortage of demand. The Covid-19 conditions make this role all the more necessary in the first quarter, at
least, as popping down the road to our Geography teaching colleagues for moderation, tea and biscuits is not
currently an option.
For those of you who are not sole teachers, if you put together a proposal for online Geography specific PLD
requests, the NEX may well be able to contract in teachers to provide support. Contact
mike.taylor.nz72@gmail.com if you have ideas.
The GIS champions have recently expanded their numbers. After a national hui in early March, their focus will
now be on mechanisms for providing online support for GIS focused upskilling. We look forward to that!
And finally, are you interested in taking up a Kaiārahi role? Subject to further MOE funding, this pivotal NEX
role will be advertised in Term 3, 2020.
Stay safe, connected, and be kind.
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